
Percussion Family
What makes an instrument part of the Percussion Family?

Percussion instruments are instruments that make sound by:

striking (hitting)

scraping

or shaking

Some percussion instruments are pitched (they play notes like a 
guitar or piano.

Some percussion instruments are non-pitched (they may not 
have a definite pitch.



Some percussion instruments that are struck:

• Bass drum

• Djembe

• Piano (because the 

internal hammers strike 
the strings)

• Steel drum

• Xylophone

• Cajon

• Janggu

• Singing 
bowls

• Tabla

• Cymbals

• Marimba

• Snare 
drum

• Timpani



Some percussion 
instruments 
that are shaken:

• Maracas

• Shekere

• Tambourine

• Cabasa

Some percussion 
instruments 
that are scraped:

• Guiro

• Washboard



Assignment: Watch:
How a steel drum is made
How a cajon is made
How a marimba is made

*Find something in your house that you (with your parent/guardian’s permission) you 
can make sound with by striking/hitting.
*Find something in your house that you (with your parent/guardian’s permission) you 
can make sound with by shaking.
*Find something in your house that you (with your parent/guardian’s permission) you 
can make sound with by scraping

*What can you do to change the sound of each?
*How does the size of your instrument effect the sound it makes?

When you’re done, click here for your “ticket out the door”.

Some optional videos for fun:
• 2-year old djembe player
• Child playing the janggu
• 3-year old playing the drum set

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=if5rbQTDTNM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZJBuBeTCUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6I9t2QWH-mU
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mLHcDGmBcEu6n9p-O6cAwqALh2zFtMtEvvdutThQ1VxUMFBMTzE0VzJERVYzTk0zV1pTQ1A2VlZaTS4u
https://youtu.be/fSgmxS44tgM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6uPDEoD_t5A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7QIZZ9jg0fA

